The Basket Boat

Bible Verse

But I will remember the LorD’s deeds; yes, I will remember your wondrous
acts from times long past. (Psalm 77:11)

Bible Story
Exodus 1:8-14; 2:1-10

Leap of Faith
God is with me when I need help.

Before You Begin

he story about baby Moses floating in the Nile River is a favorite among children
Tand their teachers. Behind the attraction of a sweet baby boy, though, is the
story about dark days in the history of God’s people, the Israelites. By the time

of Moses’ birth, the Israelites were slaves in Egypt. Their numbers were growing,
creating the mighty nation that God had promised to Abraham.

A new cruel and unjust king (called Pharaoh in many versions) came to power

in Egypt. He feared that the increasing numbers of Israelites would threaten his
control. So he commanded that every male baby born to the Israelites be killed.
Instead of subduing the Israelites, though, the king’s command put into motion the
events that would lead to the Israelites’ escape from slavery in Egypt and to their
journey to the land that God had promised them through Abraham.

The baby Moses was saved through the actions of five brave women. Shiphrah
(SHIF-ruh) and Puah (PYOO-uh) were midwives who defied the orders of the king.
For their loyalty to God, each of them was blessed with a family of her own. Moses’
mother, Jochebed (JOK-uh-bed), and his sister, Miriam (both named in Numbers
26:59), hid the baby for three months. When they could hide him no longer,
Jochebed sealed a reed basket with black tar and hid Moses among the reeds in the
Nile River. Miriam stood watch. When the king’s daughter found the baby, she knew
that he was a Hebrew child but chose to save him and raise him in the king’s palace
as her own child. Do you suppose that she knew that the Hebrew nurse whom
Miriam recruited was the child’s own mother?

God saved Moses to prepare him for the task to which God intended to call him.
For some children, especially young children, the story about the baby Moses may
create their own fears about abandonment or danger. Focus attention on the ways in
which both Moses’ family and God loved and protected him. Affirm God’s care for
the various kinds of families your children live in.
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My Teaching Plan

Learning Experiences | Will Use Planning Notes to Myself

Grow Together (5 to 10 minutes)

O Get Ready
O Fun Beginnings
O Gather Round

Proclaim the Word (20 to 30 minutes)

For Everyone

O Follow the Leader
O Act Out the Bible Story
O Visit Leaper’s Pointe

For Nonreaders

O Make the Story Move

For All Readers

0 Make an Origami Floating Boat
0 Where Does Moses Fit In?

For Skilled Readers

0 Two Names for God’s People

For Everyone

O Review the Story

Serve With Love (10 to 15 minutes)

O A Gift for a Caregiver

Worship (5 to 10 minutes)

O Sing
O Learn the Bible Verse

O Floating Prayers
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Grow Together

Get Ready
Supplies: Attendance Chart and CD player

Display the Attendance Chart.

Play music as the children arrive.
Greet the children as they arrive. Let them mark their attendance.

Show the children where to place any offerings.

Fun Beginnings

Choose one or both of the activities below to do as the children arrive. Remember to
encourage children of all ages to work together.

Sink or Float

Supplies: plastic tablecloth, dish pan of water, a variety of objects for the children to
test, towels

Cover a table with a plastic tablecloth. Then set a dish pan of water on a towel to
absorb any splash-overs.

Place a variety of objects on the table beside the dishpan.

Have the children experiment to determine which of the items will sink and
which will float.

As the children discover which items are which, let them separate the objects into
two piles.

Invite the children to report their findings.

Play Charades

Supplies: slips of paper, pencils

@ Make a list of caretakers such as mom, dad, brother, sister, teacher, doctor,

friend, and pastor, and write them on slips of paper.
Invite the children to play a game of charades.

In turn, each child will draw a slip of paper and act out the role that is written on
the paper. The rest of the children will guess the identity of the caretaker.

Gather Round

Bring the children together. They can sit on the floor or around a table.
Give the children a chance to tell any news of the week.

Celebrate birthdays that have occurred or will occur in the coming week.

PRAY: God, thank you for these boys and girls. Thank you for the good things this
week, and thank you for being with us in the difficult moments too. Thank you for
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the way you send people to help us and encourage us. Teach us how to help and
encourage one another as we learn about Moses. Help us to grow in faith, proclaim
your Word, and serve with love. Amen.

Proclaim the Word

For Everyone

Follow the Leader
« Play a game of “follow the leader,” giving several children a turn to lead.

SAY: Over the next few weeks, we are going to follow the Israelites from the Nile
River all the way across the Jordan River to the Promised Land. Today as we talk
about the baby Moses, let’s think about how he would grow up to lead God’s people
on an amazing journey.

Act Out the Bible Story
Supplies: Activity A, props for the story: baby doll, black-colored basket

o Assign readers to the following parts: Narrator, Miriam, Jochebed, Pharaoh’s
daughter. Give each one a copy of Activity A.

« Hand out the props, and encourage the readers to use them in the story.

« Have the other children, including the nonreaders, gather in the storytelling area
to be the audience.

SAY: I wonder how it felt for each of those five women to try to save Moses. What
do you think they might have felt? Moses was a baby and had no idea what was
going on, but God sent people to help him. Who helps us when we need it most in
our lives?

Visit Leaper’s Pointe

Supplies: Grow Video, Computer or projection screen

« The video can be used in addition to or in place of the storytelling section of the
session plan.

« Invite the children to sit down where they can easily see the screen as they watch
the session, which will introduce them to the stories about Moses and let them

meet some of the residents of Leaper’s Pointe.

For Nonreaders
Make the Story Move

Supplies: Bible, Activities B & C, scissors, gluesticks, craft sticks

® cutouta story background and story figures for each child. Cut slits as shown
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in each story background.
o Open your Bible, and read Psalm 77:1 aloud.

SAY: These words remind us of what Moses’ family knew about God when they took
care of baby Moses. They knew that God would be with them to help them.

 Encourage the children to make a picture of the Bible story. Let them glue the
pictures of Miriam and Pharaoh’s daughter wherever they wish. Help them glue
the pictures of the baby Moses in a basket, the frog, and the bird onto craft sticks
to push through the slits in the picture.

o Let the children enjoy making the bird fly, the frog jump, and the baby Moses float
down the river.

SAY: Even though Moses’ mother and sister were afraid, they knew that God cared
about them.

For All Readers

Make an Origami Floating Boat
Supplies: Activity D, paper for each child, dish pan of water, towels

« Hand out the activity sheets and a sheet of paper to each child.
o Talk them through each fold of the origami boat.

o When the boats are ready, let each child take a turn floating the boat in the dish
pan. Note: They float until the paper starts absorbing water. Make sure that each
boat is in the water only for a few seconds.

» Asyou clean up from the boat activity, ASK: What do you think the two women
thought when they saw a baby floating in a basket? Do you think they were afraid
for the baby? Why? Do you think God sent them to help baby Moses? Why?

Where Does Moses Fit In?
Supplies: Bibles, Activity E, pens

o Itis important that children know where Moses fits into the Old Testament
history. Begin by talking about Adam and Eve together. Then let the students
continue the list by looking up the Bible references on the activity sheet.

o When the list is completed, briefly review the Bible story from Adam and Eve
through Joshua together. Remind the children that they will be learning more
about Moses and Joshua this quarter.

« Point out that today’s story is about brave women who were important characters
in the life of Moses. Their names do not show up on the list of major characters,
but many women played important roles in the Bible stories.

For Skilled Readers

Two Names for God’s People
Supplies: Bibles, Activity F, pens

 Be sure that you provide opportunities for older children to learn things
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appropriate for their own age level. Activities marked “Did You Know?” in
each session will introduce some information for skilled readers that may not
be covered with younger children. Encourage the older children to learn and
discover new things as they continue to grow in their Christian faith and their
understanding of the Bible.

« Today, invite the skilled readers complete the crossword puzzle. Encourage them
to use their Bibles if they need to.

« When they have finished the puzzle, talk with them about the two names used for
God’s people: Israelites and Hebrews.

For Everyone

Review the Story
Supplies: The Great Journey map

ASK: Who remembers the name of baby Moses” mother? (Jochebed) Have the
children say her name with you: JOK-uh-bed.

ASK: Who remembers the names of the two women who refused to harm the
Hebrew babies? (Shiprah and Puah) Have the children say the names with you:
SHIF-ruh, PYOO-uh.

ASK: Who remembers the name of Moses’ sister? (Miriam)

o Refer to The Great Journey map, and highlight the characters as you review the
timeline of today’s Bible story.
1. The Egyptian King ordered all baby boys to be thrown in the river.
2. The midwives—Shiphrah and Puah—told the king that they could not get to
the Hebrew women in time to carry out his orders.
3. Jochebed made a basket for her baby, Moses.
4. Jochebed put Moses in the basket boat and set it in the Nile River.
5. The king’s daughter found the baby and wanted to keep him safe.
6. Miriam asked the king’s daughter if she wanted her to find a Hebrew woman to
care for the baby.
7. Miriam and Jochebed were reunited with Moses.
CONTINUE: Jochebed knew that God would help them and God would send
helpers in a terrible situation. We can trust God to send helpers who will keep us
safe and help us in hard times.

Serve With Love

A Gift for a Caregiver

Supplies: Activity G, rolled candies (2 for each gift), individually wrapped Hershey’s
Chocolate Kisses, duct tape or wide masking tape, construction paper (yellow and
pink), aluminum foil, craft glue or hot-glue gun

« Make a copy of the directions for the gift for each child or pair of children.

« Have the children cut yellow construction paper into 5%- by 3-inch strips and
pink construction paper into 1- by 3-inch strips. Then have them cut aluminum
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foil into 2- by 3-inch strips.
o Help the children as needed to tape the rolls together and complete the project.

Hint: Place the duct tape sticky side up to tape the rolls together and complete the
project.

« Encourage the children to give this gift to a teacher who helps them. Tip: If you use craft
glue, you will need
to let these gifts sit at
least 30 minutes to

WOrShiP dry sufficiently.

Sing
Supplies: CD player

o Gather the children for closing worship. Play familiar worship music and
encourage children to sing and move along.

SAY: We will be hearing Bible stories this year that will help us grow in leaps and
bounds! So, let’s get started!

Sign the Bible Verse
Supplies: Psalm 77:11 Bible Verse Poster

SAY: When we hear stories from the Bible, like the stories about Moses, we hear
about what God has done for people in the past. That helps us learn that we can
trust God to be with us when we need help.

o Read the Psalm 77:11 poster, and encourage the children to say it with you.

» Remind the children that they have been learning about Moses as baby. They will
continue to learn about Moses as a grown man through Bible stories about God’s
great acts.

Floating Prayers

Supplies: Activity D, paper, crayons, dishpan of water from the earlier floating boat
activity

SAY: One way God takes care of us is by providing helpers. We can thank God for
all those helpers.

» Hand out paper and crayons. Tell the children to write or draw some people or
things they want to pray about. They might draw a pet, parent, or friend. Affirm
their prayers.

« Then have the older kids help the younger ones fold the papers into origami boats,
using the instructions from Activity D.

o When the papers are folded, invite the children to place their boats in the dishpan
of water, one at a time. As they put their boat in for a second or two, ask them to
say aloud, “Lord, hear my prayer” then remove the boat.

PRAY: Helping God, we thank you for sending helpers to take care of us. Thank you
for knowing what we need. Help us to serve you and help others when we can. Be
with us as we leave this place. Amen.
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A Basket-Boat

Nartator

Miriam held her baby brother on her lap as she watched
her mother weaving a basket of reeds pulled from the
riverbank. She tickled his chin with

a blade of grass until he smiled.

Mitiam
O, it looks just like a little boat. Now I see why you cov-
ered the basket with black tar! It floats!

Natrator
Then Miriam remembered the reason her mother was
making the basket-boat, and she was sad again.

Miriam
Mother, why do we have to hide him?

Jochebed

Pharaoh is angry. He knows that he needs us to build his
cities, but he is afraid because there are so many of us.
He doesn’t want us to get so strong that we could escape
and leave him with no workers. Pharaoh ordered the
midwives, Shiprah and Puabh, to kill our baby boys.

Mitiam
(her voice shaking) But our baby is safe, isn't he?

Jochebed

Shiprah and Puah are brave women. They told

Pharaoh that they could not get to our women in time to
kill the babies.

Narrator

Miriam hugged her baby brother a little closer while
she watched her mother spread a soft blanket inside the
basket-boat.

Miriam
What will happen now?

Jochebed
Pharaoh has ordered all the baby boys to be thrown into

the Nile River. But follow me. We will keep our baby safe.
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Narrator

Miriam carried her baby brother carefully as she
followed her mother to the edge of the river. Jochebed
placed the basket-boat she had made into the water
among the reeds. Then she lifted her son from Miriam’s
arms and placed him lovingly in the basket-boat.

Jochebed

This basket will keep him dry and secure. You stay here.
Keep an eye on your brother to be sure he is safe. Do not
be frightened, though. God knows that we need help to
take care of him.

Narrator

Not long after Miriam hid in the reeds, Pharaoh’s daugh-
ter came to the river to bathe. The princess saw the baby
in the basket-boat.

Pharaoh’s Daughter
Look! This must be a Hebrew child. Oh, he is crying.
I feel sorry for him. I know that my father, the

Pharaoh, will not approve, but I will raise him as my own
child.

Narrator
When Miriam saw what was happening, she was very
brave.

Mitiam
Would you like for me to get one of the Hebrew women
to take care of the child for you?

Narrator
Miriam ran to find Jochebed, and together they came
back to where Pharaoh’s daughter had found the baby.

Pharaoh's Daughtet

I will pay her to take care of him until he is old enough
for me to adopt. Bring him to me, then, and

I will raise him as my own son in Pharaoh’s palace. I will
name him Moses, which means “pulled out of the water”

Nartator

Moses never forgot his Hebrew family. And his family
never forgot the courageous women God used to save the
life of this special baby—Jochebed and Miriam, Shiprah
and Puah, and Pharaoh’s daughter.
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For Nonreaders
Art: Lina Safar/Storybook Arts, Inc.
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Make the Story Move

Art: Lina Safar/Storybook Arts, Inc.
ORSS, © 2012 Abingdon Press



Origami Floating Boats

1. Fold the paper in half lengthwise.
Open.

2. Fold the paper in half widthwise.
3. Fold Corner A and Corner B down

until they touch the crease as shown
here.

4. Fold up the bottom edge on the front
side.

5. Turn the paper over. Repeat on this
side.

6. It now looks like a hat. Open the
hat. Then bring the outside edges
together and tuck in the flaps
as shown here. You now have a
diamond.

7. Fold up the bottom on the front side
until the bottom point touches the
top point.

8. Turn the paper over and repeat. You
now have a triangle.

9. Open the triangle. Then bring the
side points together. You now have
a diamond again. Gently pull the
two points at the top of the diamond
apart as shown.

10. Flatten. Now you have a boat that
will float.

For AllReaders

Art: Brenda Gilliam
ORSS, © 2012 Abingdon Press
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Where Does MosesFitIn?

Can you follow the family history of God’s people?

. God promised to make them the ancestors of many nations (Genesis 17:1-5, 15-

16).

. God told the ancestors of God’s new nation to go to this land, eventually called the

Promised Land (Genesis 12:1, 5).

. He was the promised son born to his parents in their old age (Genesis 21:1-3), and

she was chosen as his wife (Genesis 24:42-46, 67).

. They were twin brothers who were rivals from the time when they were born

(Genesis 25:27-28).

. God passed the promise made to Abraham on to Jacob. God changed Jacob’s name

to this new name (Genesis 35:9-12).

. He was the son of Jacob and Rachel. His brothers sold him into slavery in Egypt

(Genesis 37:23-28).

. During a time of famine, Jacob took his family to Egypt, where Joseph helped them

settle in this portion of the land (Genesis 47:1-7).

. After hundreds of years, the family of Jacob (renamed Israel by God) became slaves

in Egypt. They remained slaves until this man, chosen by God, brought them out of
slavery in Egypt (Exodus 2:1-10; 3:1-12; 14:21-22).

. He was the next great leader of the Israelites. He led the people back into Canaan,

the Promised Land (Deuteronomy 31:14-15, 23).

Your ahswers:

For All Readers
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Two Names for God's People

Read Exodus 1:8 and 2:10.

(1)

©)
(10)

(1)

(12

(19)

(16)

A new (1) who did not know or care about (5) came to power in Egypt. He saw that the number of
Israelites in Egypt was growing, and he was afraid. He made the people work harder and harder, but
the more the people were (11), the stronger they grew. Then the (7) made the people slaves, forcing
them to do all kinds of cruel work, including making (12) and (13) to build large storage cities for (3),
another name for the king. The king ordered two (15), named (2) and (4), to (6) all the baby boys born
to the slaves. When that plan failed, the king ordered that all the baby boys be thrown into the (9) River.
Because the midwives had been faithful to God, they were each given (10) of their own.

Now, a (8) woman gave birth to a healthy and beautiful son. After three months, she made a sturdy
basket to hide him and put him in the river, among the (14) on the riverbank. Pharaoh’s daughter found
the baby in the basket and decided to adopt him. She named the baby (16), which means “T pulled him
out of the water”

God's people were sometimes called

God's people were sometimes called

For Skilled Readers
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Giftfor Caregivers

1. Place a piece of duct tape or
wide masking tape sticky side
up on the table.

2. Place both rolls of mints on the
tape, end to end. Roll the tape /1
around the mints. ’

3. Cut yellow construction paper
5% inches by 3 inches. Tape
one edge of the paper to the
mints, and roll. Tape the loose
edge.

4. Wrap a 1- by 3-inch pink
construction-paper strip
around one end of the tube.

5. Cut a piece of aluminum foil
2 inches by 3 inches. Fold it in
half horizontally. Tape it just
below the pink eraser of the
pencil.

6. Write, “Thanks for all your
help” on the yellow area of the
“pencil”

7. Using a hot-glue gun (with adult
supervision) or craft glue, attach
the chocolate Kiss' to the end of
the “pencil” (the opposite end
from the eraser). This
becomes the pencil point

8. Give this gift to a teacher 5 .
who helps you.

Art: Marilee Harrald-Pilz, Storybook Arts, Inc.
ORSS, © 2012 Abingdon Press
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But | will remember the
LORD’s deeds; yes, | will
remember your wondrous
acts from times long past.

Psalm 77:11, CEB
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